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2013: A REASON TO 
CELEBRATE 

>eems that every t ime I t u r n up at 
uie Carriage Cafe of late the ta lk i s 
about one of our member 's special 
achievements. Throughout the 
s u m m e r a n d a u t u m n several members 
have reached significant milestones or 
added to their already impressive 
tal l ies . L e t m e l is t a few: 

• A l i s o n M c L e m o n debut 6 o o k m at 
the G S R , Vic tor ia . 

• D a n n y R o c k and W a y n e H i c k m a n , 
1 2 0 0 k m G S R . 

• A l i s o n M c L e r n o n debut 1 2 0 0 k m , 
Wangaratta W a h i n e , V i c t o r i a . 

• Lone Pal l ister debut 4 0 0 k m , 
Southern Sunset. 

• K y m M u r r a y debut 4 0 0 k m , 
Southern Sunset. 

• C laudia GadomsM debut 3 0 0 k m , 
La2y L a n c e l i n . 

I Dug A n d r u s i e k debut Auss ie 
3 0 0 k m , L a z y L a n c e l i n . 

I n m a k i n g up this b r i e f l i s t I k n o w 
that I have missed out m a n y equally 
courageous efforts. I f you have 
completed y o u r first 2 0 0 k m brevet, or 
indeed your debut 1 0 0 k m , then 
chapeau to you too. 

"ordinary people 
doing 

extraordinary 
things" 

O u r numbers are healthy though it is 
unl ike ly that we w i l l ever be a big club. 
More important than that is the fact 
that we foster and encourage goal 
setting a n d s tr iv ing for improvement 

i n each member's personal A u d a x 
journey. 

Not only is it cause for personal 
celebration w h e n someone achieves a 
milestone of note, there is often a 
sense of satisfaction that can be 
shared by other members. T h e chats 
at the cafe, the advice about nutr i t ion, 
and the encouragement offered w h e n 
things get tough, inspirat ional stories 
about past achievements, advice about 
setting your o w n pace - a l l l ittle 
pieces of a j igsaw. W h e n the picture 
comes together we get ordinary people 
doing extraordinary things and that is 
wonderful to be a part of. 

UAF Geoff 

T h e A p r i l 2 0 , U A F 2 0 0 Yanchep 
Chittering ride was a delight. Great 
weather conditions, a compatible 
group w i t h s i m i l a r riding abilities and 
outstanding coordination by Geoff 
Mercks . I th ink we've found the 
perfect person for leading these rides. 
Geof fs steady pace setting and 
consideration for a l l participants 
contributed to a successful U A F 
Brevet. W e also managed to dispel the 
m y t h that U A F rides are s lower than 
other brevets. W e l l done Geoff. 

P a g e 1 

On the national front 

A s regional president i t was m y 
privilege to attend the b i -annual 
National Committee conference i n 
Victor ia recently. T h e weekend 
conference is a great opportunity for 
delegates to exchange ideas and 
strengthen relationships between 
regions; and renew acquaintances. 
W i t h Perth Albany Perth 1200 
approximately 18 months away i t was 
an opportune t ime for me to present 
our plans for the 5 * E d i t i o n of P A P 
a n d to secure support f rom various 
national stakeholders. I n this regard it 
was a part icular ly fruit ful exercise. 

Other interesting topics covered over 
the weekend included: Strategic 
p lanning a n d market ing of Audax; 
review of our constitution; 
membership information and 
database development; governance 
issues relating to major events 
( including P A P ) ; a n d financial 
management of A u d a x Austra l ia C C . 

I f you have a n interest i n any of these 
topics please stay closely tuned to 
Checkpoint magazine. National 
President, Peter Matthews, w i l l no 
doubt elaborate i n future issues. 

Changing FACE of 
Audax WA 

Y o u don't need me to te l l you that the 
way people communicate is rapidly 
evolving. These days i f you don't find 
something out the day it happens (or 
even as it happens) you are "behind 
the t imes". Me sitt ing down and 
wr i t ing a newsletter every three 
months may seem a little archaic , 
especially w h e n I start off by 
celebrating peoples' achievements 
that may have occurred several 
months ago. O u r membership 
deserves more immediate information 
about events a n d achievements. 

To this end we have set up a Facebook 
group w h i c h you may l ike to j o i n . I f 
you are an A u d a x member and a 
Facebook user this w i l l give you 
another avenue to share your stories 
a n d photos w i t h other members. 

Continued 



I f y o u are not a Facebook user ( a n d 
can't f ind a 12 year old to show you 
h o w ) don't worry , w e ' l l s t i l l be 
publ ishing a quarterly newsletter a n d 
keeping you up to date on 
organisational matters. 

Once we've fine-tuned the process 
you ' l l receive a message advis ing how 
y o u can j o i n the Facebook group i f 
y o u w i s h . 

So it seems that for the foreseeable 
future your info w i l l come to you v i a 
four streams, some old, some new: 

1. C h e c k p o i n t m a g a z i n e , s t i l l a 
quarterly j o u r n a l covering i tems of 
nat ional interest . T h i s is where you 
should keep sending your lengthy 
stories about your most significant 
A u d a x adventures. 

2. w w w . a u d a x . o r g . a u . for a l l 
current calendar info a n d 
organisational a n d administrat ive 
i tems inc luding forms, r ide rules 
a n d m u c h more. 

3 . A u d a x W A N e w s l e t t e r , 
publ ished quarterly to give local 
members v i t a l info about goings on 
w i t h i n our club. Member 's 
contributions are also very 
welcome. 

4 . A u d a x W A F a c e b o o k g r o u p . 
for shar ing u p 
to date info 
about brevets 
a n d events as 
they happen. Wfm 

Have your say 

Y o u w i l l have received a recent emai l 
seeking y o u r thoughts on the 2013/14 
calendar. I f you've got any ideas about 
how we c a n improve our offerings -
whether it be about brevet distances, 
social occasions or other services to 
members - y o u r input i s more t h a n 
welcome. T h e calendar is being 
formulated over the next few weeks. 
Please f o r w a r d ideas v i a emai l to 
wa.president(g)audax.org.au for 
consideration by the committee. 

O n the subject of e m a i l , please let me 
k n o w i f you'd l ike to be removed f rom 
the m a i h n g l ist for newsletters a n d the 
l ike ( I won't be offended). 

O n a s i m i l a r note: regarding the use of 
your personal details, we have taken a 
very stringent interpretation of 
privacy laws and resorted to b l i n d 
circulat ion w h e n sending out emails 
to the membership. T h i s has been 
done to protect y o u r personal details 
but is causing problems for ride 
organisers and other members w h e n 
they w a n t to send out information 
about upcoming events, etc. I n future 
the committee would l ike to use the 
n o r m a l approach to group emails a n d 
use more open circulat ion methods, 
showing a l l recipients' emai l 
addresses at the top of the message. I f 
you w o u l d prefer your address not be 
circulated then please send me a 
message to that effect at 
wa.president(g'audax.org.au . 

Brevet Permanents 

D u r i n g our A p r i l committee meeting 
there was m u c h discussion about 
brevet permanents. W e explored the 
reasons why they have suddenly 
become popular a n d how we can 
expand our offerings to ensure that we 
are satisfying the needs of our 
membership and of the club as a 
whole. 

T h e Hst of rides available can be found 
at www.audax.org.au and now 
includes four 2 0 0 k m brevets, two 
3 0 0 k m , one 4 0 0 k m a n d a 6 0 0 k m 
brevet for you to choose f r o m . 

T h e new contact person is K y m 
M u r r a y (see website for detai ls) . 

2013 Oppy: a breeze 

W h i l e there were no 6 0 0 + k m heroics 
or crazy gravel road randonnees 
dur ing this year's edition of the 
Opperman A l l Day T r i a l , the weary 
bodies that rol led i n to the cafe on the 
Sunday m o r n i n g proved that this 
edition was every bit a t r i a l . 

A howhng easterly breeze that blows 
a l l day and a l l night is bound to keep 
any band of bike r iders honest. Y o u 
k n o w you're up against it w h e n y o u 
have to pedal to get d o w n a h i l l . 


